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BASE produces Posse Foundation scholarsth winners

The big news is not just
that every year students
are graduating from
Brooklyn Academy of Sci-
enceand the Environment
(RASE) with college schol-
arships. What’s drawing
attention to the six-year-
old public high school in
Prospect Heights is the
kind and quality of schol-
arships BASE students
are garnering.

This year BASE se-
niors Peter Warren and
Ersane John have both
received four-vear, full-
tuition scholarships from

most of their college expe-
rience.

As part of their schol-
arships, Peter and Ersane
arealready meeting week-
ly with other New York
Posse Scholars and educa-
tion mentors to sharpen
the academic skills they
will need for college. Peter
will be going to Brandeis
University and Ersane to
DePauw University; the
guidance and encourage-
ment of Posse Scholars
already at these schools
awaits them.

A supportive and

From left, Ersane John, Juanita Fraser, Peter Warren, and
Mervyn Roach.

Peter Warren and Ersane Jonn (L-R).
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diverse backgrounds into
small groups called “pos-
ses” whose members will
attend the same colleges
and serve as mentors to
help each other make the

collaboration between
students, staff, parents,
and its founding commu-
nity partners, Brooklyn
Botanic Garden (BBG)
and the Prospect Park Al-

experiences available to
NYC students. For field
research BASE students
have access to BBG's gar-
dens, conservatory, her-
barium, and library, as

guidance of educators
from the Prospect Park
Auduboen Center and field
scientists from the Park’s
Natural Resources Crew.

Ersane traces his in-

ings,” says the technically
savvy scholarship win-
ner, who will be the first
person in his immediate
family to attend college.
“We also researched man-

about the whole process of
doing research — how to
question things and con-
duct experiments — from
our field work at Prospect
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Park and BBG,” explains
Peter, who 1s also the firat
person in his immediate
family to attend colle
“Even now, I'm thinking
ahead to graduate school
and to receiving a medical
degree.

BASE guidance coun-
selors Juanlta Fraser and
Mervyn Roach stress that
having good grades is just
one part of what it takes
for students today to be in
the running for coveted
scholarships. “A founda-
tion like Posse is looking
for students who are well-
rounded,” Roach says. “At
BASE we help students
become critieal thinkers,
active learners, and en-
gaged citizens. The result
is that they work well in a
team setting and exhibit
leadership qualities.”

Fraser and Roach also
laud the hands-on learn-
ing experience provided
to BASE students at
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
and Prospect Park as the
perfect opportunity for
their students to develop
important academic and

social skills. Internships
and study opportunities
made available by other
partners including the
Nature Conservancy, the
NYCLU Teen Health Ini-
iati and the Wildlife
Conservation Society also
enrich BASE students'
demic and real-world
ariences.

For Ersane, plugging
into all the activities that
BASE offers came natu-
rally. “1 enjoy keeping my-
self busy,” says the gregar-
jous young man. “BASE is
like a hig family and | was
able to meet and interact
with people cusily and to
really develop my leader-
ship skills.”

Peter, on the other
hand, admits that he 1s
normally shy. “Because
BASE is a small school,
my teachers got to know
me and helped me learn
how to present myself
with confidence. It's been
great for me and I've real-
ly grown — both academi-
cally and personally.”

Both BASE scholar-
ship students commented
on the impact the schol-
arship award has had
on their families and on
the entire BASE student
body. “My mother always

told me that education is
the key to open all doors,”
says Ersane. And Peter
relates how his mother
called everyone she ever
knew — including his
Kindergarten teacher in
Pennsylvania.

Since the scholarship
news was announced,
Peter and Ersane have
become new role models
at the school. Inspired by
their example, there has
been arushof Junior class
students coming to guid-
ance counselors Hraser
and Roach seeking schol-
arship applications

The {(wo new Posse
scholars are just the latest
BASE students to set the
bar high for their class-
mates. Last year, BASE
senior Richaela Primus
was one of 1,000 students
honored with a Gates Mil-
lennium Scholarship. The
coveted Gates scholarship
pays for a student’s college
and postgraduate tuition.
Richaela was chosen from
a national candidate pool
of more than 13,000 high
schoolstudentsfromninth
to 12th grade, and is now
a freshman at Wells Col-
lege, a liberal arts school
in Aurora, New York.




